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THE GUIDE TO PSA'’S
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

This Guide is designed to inform our criminal justice system partners — primarily judi-
cial officers, prosecutors and defense counsel — that work with defendants of the
programs and services offered by the Pretrial Services Agency.

After a brief description of the Agency and a glossary of critical terms and acro-
nyms, this Guide provides a summary of each of PSA’s primary components — court
support, defendant supervision, and interventions and defendant support. The sec-
tions provide a table for each unit or program that includes information on targeted
defendants, eligibility criteria, supervision and services provided, program sanctions
and incentives, and placement and discharge/removal procedures. This is followed
by a more detailed narrative that provides additional information. Note that all pro-
grams and services as described are subject to change. Please contact PSA direct-
ly for additional information, clarification or questions.

This publication is available online at www.psa.gov.
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ABOUT THE
PRETRIAL SERVICES
AGENCY:.

PSA’S MISSION IS TO PROMOTE PRETRIAL
JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY BY
ASSISTING JUDICIAL OFFICERS IN MAKING
APPROPRIATE RELEASE DECISIONS, AND BY
PROVIDING SUPERVISION AND PRO-SOCIAL
INTERVENTIONS TO DEFENDANTS RELEASED
INTO THE COMMUNITY.




PSASSTMISSION;
VISION AND) VALUES

The mission of the Pretrial Services
Agency for the District of Columbia
(PSA) is to promote pretrial justice and
community safety by assisting judicial
officers in making appropriate release
decisions, and by providing supervision
and pro-social intferventions to defend-
ants released intfo the community.

PSA's vision is to thrive as a leader
within the justice system by developing
an empowered workforce that embod-
ies integrity, excellence, accountability,
and innovation in the delivery of the
highest quality services.

The following core beliefs and values
guide PSA in carrying out its day-to-day
activities in support of its mission:

= The presumption of innocence of
each pretrial defendant should
result in:

1. The least restrictive conditional
release in the community; and

2. The preventive detention of a
prefrial defendant only as a
last resort based on a judicial
determination of the risk of
non-appearance at court
and/or dangerousness to any
person or to the community.

=  Accountability to the public for
carrying out the PSA mission is
essential.

= Non-financial conditional re-
lease, based on the history,
characteristics, and reliability of
the defendant, is more effective
than financial release conditions.
Reliance on money bail discrimi-
nates against indigent defend-

ants and cannot effectively
address conditioning a defend-
ant’s conduct to protect the
public.

= Pro-social inferventions that
address substance abuse,
employment, housing, medical,
educational, and mental health
issues afford defendants the
opportunity for personal
improvement and decrease the
likelihood of criminal behavior.

= All of PSA’s work is performed to
the highest professional and
ethical standards.

= |nnovation and the development
of human capital lead to
organizational excellence.

PSACS STATUTORY
AUTHORITY:

For cases being prosecuted in D.C.
Superior Court, PSA performs the tasks
mandated under Title 23, Section 1303
(h) of the D.C. Code:

"The agency shall -

1. Supervise all persons released on
non-surety release, including
release on personal recogni-
zance, personal bond, non-
financial conditions, or cash
deposit with the registry of the
Court;

2. Make reasonable effort o give
notice of each required court
appearance to each person
released by the Court;

3. Serve as coordinator for other
agencies and organizations,



which serve or may be eligible to
serve as custodians for persons
released under supervision and
advise the judicial officer as to
the eligibility, availability, and
capacity of such agencies and
organizations;

4. Assist persons released pursuant
to subchapter Il of this chapterin
securing employment or neces-
sary medical or social services;

5. Inform the judicial officer and the
United States Attorney for the
District of Columbia or the Office
of the Attorney General for the
District of Columbia of any failure
to comply with pretrial release
conditions or the arrest of persons
released under its supervision
and recommend modifications
of release conditions when
appropriate;

6. Prepare, in cooperation with the
United States Marshal for the
District of Columbia and the
United States Aftorney for the
District of Columbia such pretrial
detention reports as are required
by Rule 46(h) of the Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure; and

7. Perform such other pretrial
functions as the Executive
Committee may, from fime to
time, assign.”

For cases being prosecuted in U.S. Dis-
trict Court, PSA performs similar tasks
mandated under Title 18, Section 3154
of the U.S. Code.
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PSA performs two critically im-
portant tasks that contribute
significantly to the effective
administration of justice.

PSA gathers and presents information
about newly arrested defendants and
available release options for use by
judicial officers in deciding what, if any,
conditfions are to be set for released
defendants.

PSA recommends the least restrictive
conditfions of release to the community
that promote public safety and return
to court. Virtually no defendants cur-
rently are released on surety bonds from
D.C. Superior Court, which PSA consid-
ers as one of its measures of success.

PSA supervises defendants released
from custody during the pretrial period
by monitoring their compliance with
certain conditions of release and
helping fo assure that they appear for
scheduled court hearings. PSA
supervision gives defendants the
opportunity to participate in a variety of
pro-social interventions in an effort to
decrease the likelihood of future
criminal behavior.

When PSA performs these tasks well,
unnecessary pretrial detention is
minimized, jail crowding is reduced,
public safety is increased and the
pretrial release process is administered
fairly.

A judicial officer — a judge or magistrate
judge — makes the inifial pretrial release
decision after taking into account the
representations of the prosecutor and
the defense attorney, as well as PSA's



release recommendation. PSA provides
objective, verified data about each
defendant to assist in judicial decision-
making. PSA recommendations are
designed to manage flight and public
safety risks associated with releasing
defendants. Throughout the pretrial
release period, PSA notifies the Court,
prosecution, and defense counsel of
defendant non-compliance. This
information allows all of the parties to
respond promptly to violations and fulfill
their common purpose of serving the
community.



GLOSSARY OF CRITICAL TERMS

DRUG TESTING RELEASE CONDITIONS

Court-Ordered Surveillance—A release
condition for which PSA monitors and re-
ports only a defendant’s drug test results.
PSA reports the results of the drug tests to
the Court, but no tfreatment opftions are
made available unless specifically or-
dered by the Court. PSA confinues to
monitor and report results until the Court
vacates the condition.

Drug Evaluation Condition—A release
condition that requires a defendant to
report fo PSA for a drug test and, if the
result is positive, places the defendant on
a weekly drug festing schedule. If the
defendant is successful in providing eight
consecutive negative drug tests, the
weekly drug testing requirement may be
suspended. If the initial drug evaluation
test is negative, no further testing is re-
quired.

Drug Program Placement by PSA—A re-
lease condition that requires a defendant
to report for a weekly drug test. If the de-
fendant repeatedly tests positive, a refer-
ral is made for an assessment and possi-
ble placement into a drug treatment pro-
gram. If a defendant is successful in
providing eight consecutive negative
drug tests before being placed into a
freatment program, the weekly drug test-
ing requirement may be suspended.

PSA policy allows for a defendant to be
placed administratively intfo a treatment
program without a specific court order,
although a treatment contract is signed
by the defendant and the Court is noti-
fied of the defendant’s participation in
freatment.

When PSA makes release recommenda-
tions to the Court, defendants who admit
to drug use in the past 30 days or have
documented positive drug test results in
the past 30 days are recommended for
the condition of “drug program place-
ment by PSA” in order to provide regular
drug testing and offer freatment without
delay.

Drug Testing as Directed by PSA for Diver-
sion Consideration—A release condition
that requires a defendant to report to
PSA for drug testing, which may be re-
quired by the prosecutor before allowing
him/her to enter into a diversion program.

SUPERVISION TERMS

Case Management—Case management
comprises all activities performed by PSOs
that support a defendant’s compliance
with court-ordered conditions of release,
appearance at all scheduled court ap-
pearances, and crime-free behavior
while on PSA supervision. Case manage-
ment activities are centered on the re-
quirements outlined by court-ordered re-
lease conditions.

Case management is an individualized
approach for securing, coordinating, and
monitoring the appropriate supervision
and tfreatment interventions and ancillary
services necessary to manage each de-
fendant successfully for optimal justice
system outcomes. Commonly, interven-
fions and ancillary services are infended
to address substance and/or mental
health-related problems, as well as em-
ployment, vocational, housing, or medi-
cal needs.



GLOSSARY OF CRITICAL TERMS—CONTINUED

Contact—A release condition that re-
quires a defendant to make direct com-
munication with PSA in person or by tele-
phone. “Report as directed by PSA” is
the contact release condition that gives
PSA the greatest flexibility in addressing
the defendant's supervision needs before
notifying the Court.

Courtesy Supervision—An agreement be-
tween PSA and another jurisdiction to
provide supervision for a defendant.

Monitoring —A case management meth-
od that includes at least one of the fol-
lowing: address or employment verifica-
tion, passport or other document surren-
der, personal third-party custodian (not
organizational), “live-at” conditions, and/
or a stay away from place condition not
supervised by electronic location moni-
toring. Most monitored conditions are
one-time verification condifions. PSA no-
tifies the defendant of upcoming court
dates, verifies compliance with the re-
quirement, and gives notice to the Court
when it knows of any non-compliance
and/or any rearrests or warrants.

Stay Away Condition—A condition that
requires the defendant to stay away from
a person, place, or identified geograph-
ical area.

Supervision—The core work performed by
PSOs that includes interacting with and
accessing the records of defendants on
conditional pretrial release to investigate,
enable, enforce, and report compliance
with court-ordered release condi-

tions. This case management method
entails regular review of the defendant’s
compliance with release conditions and
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fimely, progressive efforts to address and
report non-compliance. The types and
combinations of supervision used are
based on the level of risk posed by the
defendant for public safety and/or
pretrial misconduct.

Supervision includes management of de-
fendants with one or more of the follow-
ing release conditions: drug testing and/
or substance abuse treatment, regular
reporting to PSA, mental health treat-
ment, electronically monitored curfew,
and/or stay away monitored by

GPS. Supervision also includes regular
contact with the defendant, regular re-
view of compliance, and in some cases,
an immediate response to non-
compliance.

In addition to supervising each release
conditfion, PSA notifies the defendant of
upcoming court dates at every contact,
regularly reviews the defendant’s criminal
history, and notifies the Court of any rear-
rests or warrants. Supervision of defend-
ants posing greater risk entails increased
frequency of release condition compli-
ance review and also may include loca-
fion monitoring and case management
to investigate and enable defendant
compliance.

TREATMENT SANCTIONS

Phase Freeze—When a defendant’s pro-
gress in the PSA in-house substance
abuse tfreatment program is stalled for a
period of time due to non-compliance.
A phase freeze typically is not used more
than two fimes before other progressive
responses are enacted.



GLOSSARY OF CRITICAL TERMS—CONTINUED

Redirection Group—A psychodynamic
group designed as an administrative
sanction for drug testing infractions. The
group aims to enhance a defendant’s
motivation for change and eagerness to
participate in and successfully complete
drug treatment.

Reorientation—An initial response to a
defendant’s non-compliance whereby a
PSO meets individually with the defend-
ant and reviews program requirements.

TYPES OF ASSESSMENTS/REFERRALS

Mental Health Assessment—A process
where formal instruments are used to de-
termine whether a defendant has or may
have a mental health condition that re-
quires further assessment and services.
The assessment also considers the poten-
tial impact of the problem on the de-
fendant’s compliance with supervision.
The assessment, typically conducted by
PSA Community Treatment Specialists,
examines recent and historical infor-
mation in all of the major life areas, and
may be performed in conjunction with a
substance abuse assessment. These as-
sessments also may be conducted by a
D.C. Department of Mental Health liaison
prior to a defendant’s initial release. The
assessment does not result in a mental
health diagnosis and is used solely to de-
termine whether a defendant should be
supervised by the SSU or otherwise
placed in mental health services. All full
mental health evaluations are performed
by referral to private or publicly-funded
community providers.

Psychological Testing—Written, visual,
and/or verbal evaluations administered
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by or under the supervision of a psycholo-
gist or other qualified clinician to assess
cognitive, personality, intelligence, and
emotional functioning.

Substance Abuse Assessment—A process
where formal instruments are used to de-
termine the extent of a defendant’s sub-
stance abuse and any resulting compli-
cations, and includes an examination of
recent and historical information in all of
the maijor life areas. The assessment, typi-
cally conducted by PSA Community
Treatment Specialists, is used to deter-
mine whether a defendant has a sub-
stance-related problem requiring profes-
sional freatment. The assessment does
not result in a diagnosis, but does result in
a problem severity-related treatment
placement recommendation. Substance
abuse assessments may be ordered by
the Court or performed in the absence of
a court order if the defendant consents.

Substance Abuse Referral—Instructions to
a defendant to report to a specific pro-
vider to receive substance abuse assess-
ment and/or treatment services. A de-
fendant is referred for a substance abuse
assessment upon self-disclosure of drug
use, by court order or by recommenda-
fion of the PSO.

OTHER TERMS

Administrative Sanction—A response to a
program infraction that is imposed by PSA
rather than the Court, thereby avoiding
that all parties return to court in order to
have the judicial officer impose it.

Amended Sentencing Agreement—A vol-
untary agreement whereby the defend-



GLOSSARY OF CRITICAL TERMS—CONTINUED

ant enters a guilty plea to a felony
charge and sentencing is set for a later
datfe. The defendant has a set period of
time to complete certain requirements
set forth by the Court. If the defendant is
successful in completing all requirements
to the Court’s satisfaction, the felony plea
is vacated and the defendant is sen-
tenced to a misdemeanor offense in-
stead.

Condition Violation—A violatfion of re-
lease conditions imposed by the Court,
which PSA reports to the Court and for
which sanctions may be imposed by the
Court or PSA. Violations may include, but
are not limited to, positive drug tests, at-
tempting to submit or submitting a bogus
sample, failing to report for drug testing,
failing to appear for PSO contacts or to
tfreatment providers, and/or failing to
abide by a curfew, stay away or halfway
house order,

Deferred Prosecution Agreement—A vol-
untary agreement between the prosecu-
tor and the defendant whereby the gov-
ernment offers to dismiss charges upon
the defendant’s satisfactory fulfilment of
certain requirements (e.g., performing a
certain number of community service
hours).

Deferred Sentencing Agreement—A vol-
untary agreement between the prosecu-
tor and the defendant whereby the de-
fendant enters a guilty plea and sentenc-
ing is sef for a later date. The defendant
must complete certain requirements set
out in the agreement (e.qg., performing a
certain number of community service
hours). If the defendant is successful in
completing all requirements, the guilty
plea is withdrawn and the prosecution
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dismisses the case; otherwise, the matter
proceeds to sentencing.

Halfway House Placement—A court order
requiring a defendant’s placement into a
D.C. Department of Corrections (DOC)
halfway house (Title 23 D.C. Code 1321(c)
(1)(B)(xi)) to participate in a work release
program. The DOC is responsible for the
supervision of defendants placed info
halfway houses and PSA provides loco-
tion monitoring and/or drug testing and
freatment if ordered by the Court.

Location Monitoring (LM)—The use of
electronic technology to assist with moni-
toring compliance with certain release
conditions. The technology monitors cur-
few restrictions and/or a defendant’s
physical location.

Loss-of-Contact—For most PSA programs,
a defendant is considered to be in loss-of
-contact status when he/she misses three
consecutive contacts, including failure to
report fo the PSO, failure to report for
drug testing, or any failure to report as
directed. For the High Intensity Supervi-
sion Program, loss-of-contact is estab-
lished when there is no recorded compli-
ance with curfew for a 24-hour period.

Non-Surety Release—All types of release
other than surety release. Surety release
typically is a bail bond secured through a
commercial bonding company following
payment of a percentage of the total
amount ordered by the Court to assure a
defendant's appearance at future court
hearings. PSA supervises defendants re-
leased in D.C. Superior Court on non-
surety release.
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Program Discharge—Discharge from a
freatment program due to successful
completion or inability to continue in the
program for reasons other than program
non-compliance. A Defendant is dis-
charged from a supervision program
when he/she consistently has complied
with all conditions and a release on per-
sonal recognizance will be recommend-
ed.

Program Infraction—A violation of specif-
ic PSA program requirements, which may
be reported to the Court and for which
PSA may impose administrative sanctions
without returning fo court. Infractions
may include, but are not limited to, failing
to appear for orientation and/or group
sessions, and/or failing to appear for PSO
contacts.

Program Removal/Revocation of Re-
lease—Program removal or revocation of
release when a defendant is considera-
bly non-compliant with release condi-
fions, fails fo comply with sanctions and
PSA has no alternatives for administrative
sanctions.
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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS

APRA—Addiction Prevention and
Recovery Administration (Department
of Human Services, D.C. Government)

ASAM—American Society of Addiction
Medicine

ASI—Addiction Severity Index
BRA—Bail Reform Act

CSO—CSOSA's Community Supervision
Officer

CSOSA—Court Services and Offender
Supervision Agency for the District of
Columbia

CTS—PSA’'s Community Treatment
Specialist

DCMTI—D.C. Superior Court’s D.C. Mis-
demeanor/Traffic (Drunk Driving) Initia-
five

DCSU—PSA’s U.S. District Court Supervi-
sion Unit

DMH—D.C. Department of Mental
Health (D.C. Government)

DOC—D.C. Department of Corrections
(D.C. Government)

DTCU—PSA’s Drug Testing and
Compliance Unit

FTA—Failure to Appear

GCMS—Gas Chromatography Mass
Spectrometry

GPS—Global Positioning System
GSU—PSA’s General Supervision Unit

HISP—PSA’s High Intensity Supervision
Program
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LM—Location monitoring
MHCC—Mental Health Community
Court

NA/AA—Narcotics Anonymous/
Alcoholics Anonymous

OAG—District of Columbia Office of the
Attorney General

OFTS—PSA’s Office of Forensic
Toxicology Services

PSA—Pretrial Services Agency for the
District of Columbia

PSO—Pretrial Services Officer
PSR—Preftrial Services Report

RSC—CSOSA's Re-Entry and Sanctions
Center

SBTT—PSA’s Sanction-Based Treatment
Track (contracted and community-
based)

SCDIP—Superior Court Drug Intervention
Program (also known as Drug Court)

SSAC—PSA's Social Services and
Assessment Center

SSU—PSA’s Specialized Supervision
(Mental Health) Unit

STAR/HIDTA—CSOSA's Sanction Team
for Addiction and Recovery/High
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Program

STARS—PSA's Support, Treatment and
Addiction Recovery Services Program

USAO—U.S. Attorney's Office for the
District of Columbia



COURT
SUPPORT

PSA GATHERS AND PRESENTS VITAL
INFORMATION ABOUT DEFENDANTS
AND AVAILABLE RELEASE OPTIONS
THAT ASSIST JUDIDIAL OFFICERS
IN DECISION-MAKING.




COURT SERVICES PROGRAM CONTACTS

Directories of Unit supervisors and bi-lingual staff are available
online at www.psa.gov or by calling 202-585-7030.

DIAGNOSTIC UNIT
To request a defendant interview and/or Pretrial Services
Report for D.C. Superior Court, call 202-585-7030.
For requests from law enforcement officers for citation or
other matters, call 202-585-7100.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT
To request a defendant interview and/or Pretrial Services
Report for U.S. District Court, call 202-442-1000.

RELEASE SERVICES UNIT
For assistance in matters regarding failure to appear, to
request a defendant interview, or to request a referral for
a social services assessment, call 202-585-7077.

COURT REPRESENTATION
To contact a PSA D.C. Superior Court court representative, call 202-585-7955.
For matters regarding the U.S. District Court, call 202-442-1000.

DRUG TESTING AND COMPLIANCE UNIT
For information regarding adult drug testing or Family Court respondent
testing, call 202-585-7060 or 202-585-7050.

FORENSIC ANALYSIS AND TESTIMONY
To request expert testimony for drug test interpretation, call 202-585-7257.
Consultations requested by PSOs and CSOs are available by contacting
the OFTS HelpDesk via Email at lab-helpdesk@psa.gov.
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DIAGNOSTIC AND

RELEASE SERVICES

PSA serves both the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia (D.C. Superior
Court) and the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia (U.S.
District Court). The primary functions of
diagnostic and release services are to:

=  Provide court officials with
accurate background
information on arrestees and
render release recommendations
that address both safety and
appearance considerations;

=  Meet with defendants to review
their conditions of release and
the penalties for not complying
with release conditions, failure to
appear (FTA) and rearrest;

= Assist defendants who inform PSA
that they cannot make an up-
coming court dafe to prevent
issuance of bench warrants and
assist defendants in surrendering
on outstanding D.C. bench
warrants; and

=  Make recommendations for
citation release.

Diagnostic Pretrial Services Officers
(PSQOs) are in both D.C. Superior Court
and U.S. District Court and are
responsible for interviewing and
investigating the backgrounds of
defendants arrested on federal, D.C.
felony, D.C. misdemeanor, and D.C.
misdemeanor/traffic charges. The PSOs
prepare Pretrial Services Reports (PSR) to
assist judicial officers in setting release
conditions. The PSOs collect and verify
data on a defendant’s community fies;
criminal and juvenile delinquency
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history; physical health; mental health;
substance abuse issues; and probation,
parole, or supervised release status, and
present this information in the PSR. The
report also includes a detailed recom-
mendation that identifies the various
detention and/or administrative
hearings for which the defendant is
eligible and conditions of pretrial
release, if any, that PSA determines are
needed to minimize the defendant’s risk
of failure to appear in court and/or
rearrest. Copies of the PSR are given to
the Court, defense attorney, and
prosecutor.

In certain circumstances, PSA may
make a release recommendation to the
Court indicating that PSA has no recom-
mendations that would reasonably as-
sure community safety or return to
court. PSA does hot recommend re-
lease for defendants who:

= Arein non-compliance with PSA’s
High Intensity Supervision Pro-
gram or work release program;

= Have a history of escape, prison
breach, Bail Reform Act (BRA)
violation and/or non-compliance
with conditions of release;

= Are in loss-of-contact status with

supervision (pretrial and/or post
sentencing-supervision); and/or

= Show a pattern of dangerous
and/or violent behavior as evi-
denced by their criminal
history.

PSA uses a risk assessment instrument
that examines relevant defendant data
to help identify the most appropriate
supervision levels for released
defendants. The assessment scores
various risk measures specific to the
District’s defendant population (e.g.,
previous BRA and FTA, previous danger-
ous and violent convictions in the past



10 years, suspected drug abuse prob-
lems, current relationship to the criminal
justice system, among numerous others).
It then generates a score that assigns de-
fendants to different risk categories and
corresponding supervision assignments to
help reduce the risk of failure to appear
in court and rearrest.

In U.S. District Court, defendants indicted
by a grand jury or those who plead to the
charging document who have not been
interviewed by PSA are notified by the
Court Clerk's Office before their arraign-
ment/plea date to contact PSA to
arrange an appointment for an inferview.
When the Court notfice for the
arraignment/plea date is mailed fo the
defendant, included on the notice are
instructions for either the defendant or
defense counsel to contact the PSA U.S.
District Court Unit.

PSOs also are present during arraignment
in both courts to assist with questions
concerning the PSR; provide current drug
testing results for opiates, PCP, cocaine
and amphetamines; and provide recom-
mendations regarding release for lock-up
cases. If a defendant is released in U.S.
District Court, the PSO reviews the
conditfions of release with the defendant
while in the courtroom. In D.C. Superior
Court, defendants are instructed to
report to the Release Services Unit in
room C-301 where their release
conditions are reviewed to ensure they
are fully understood.

Staff in the Release Services Unit meet
with defendants just released from the
courtroom and conduct post-release
interviews. They review the conditions of
release with the defendant, and the
repercussions of not complying with
release conditfions, failure to appearin
court or rearrest. All D.C. Superior Court
defendants should report to this unit
immediately following their release after
arraignment, and any fime there are
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subsequent modifications to their release
conditions in order to review release
conditions and have any questions
answered. Defendants ordered by D.C.
Superior Court to have an assessment
completed by PSA also should report to
the Release Services Unit for warrant
checks, and directions to the Social
Services and Assessment Center (SSAC).

Failure-to-appear matters are handled by
the Release Services Unit. When an
inquiry comes from the Court regarding
the location of a defendant who is due in
court, or if a defendant appears to have
missed a court date, the Release Services
Unit conducts an investigation to
determine the reason for a defendant’s
non-appearance in court. The pertinent
information is documented and the Court
is informed of the findings. Defendants
and their relatives sometimes contact
PSA and provide information about a
future court date for which a defendant
will be unable to appear. This information
is investigated and reported to the Court,
which can prevent issuance of a bench
warrant. Upon request, PSRs also are
provided to judges who have defendants
arrested on outstanding bench warrants,
but not charged with a Bail Reform Act
violation.

COURT

REPRESENTATION

PSA court representatives are a
team of PSOs responsible for representing
PSA in D.C. Superior Court during judicial
proceedings. Specifically, court
representatives are responsible for:

= Obtaining information for the
Court about defendants (e.g.,
compliance with release



conditions, warrant checks,
verifications) and ensuring that
evaluations are completed by the
appropriate unit for possible
program placement recommen-
dations;

= Collecting reports from the
supervising PSOs and ensuring that
the Court receives the reports by
the business day prior to the court
hearing;

=  Ensuring that a PSO is present in
court in the event that PSA
recommends program placement
or any modification of existing
release conditions;

= Ensuring that the appropriate
forms, release orders and any
other applicable documents are
completed and that the copies
are distributed to the defendant
and his/her attorney along with
any necessary written instructions,
contact information and
directions; and

= Explaining PSA policy and/or
program requirements to the

Court, defendant or others, as
needed.

PSA’s limited resources prevent
assignment of court representatives to
each courtroom; therefore, court
representatives frequently are assigned
to cover multiple courtrooms on any
given morning. A limited number of court
representatives are available on a
rotating basis each afternoon and assist
the Court as necessary, while the
remaining staff handles caseloads and
other supervision duties. Court represent-
atives ensure that the respective
chambers and court clerks have their
contact information so they readily can
be contacted by cell phone when
needed.
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DRUG TESTING

AND COMPLIANCE

The Drug Testing and Compliance
Unit (DTCU) is responsible for the
collection of urine samples in D.C.
Superior Court and U.S. District Court for
defendants arrested and charged with a
criminal offense, as well as respondents
ordered into testing by the Family Court
Division of the D.C. Superior Court. The
DTCU is responsible for:

= Collecting urine samples from
defendants and respondents in
lock-up;

=  Processing defendants and
respondents with drug testing
conditions;

=  Providing testimony about relevant
drug testing and chain-of-custody
information to judicial officers,
aftorneys, social workers,
community supervision officers
(CSO) and PSOs;

= Referring defendants to the super-
vising PSO when there are drug
testing violations;

= |nvestigating and providing
juvenile delinquency histories to
PSA’s Diagnostic Unit and U.S. Dis-
frict Court Supervision Unit to be
used for bail purposes;

=  Monitoring defendants’ (PSA does
not monitor Family Court
respondents) initial compliance
with drug testing conditions,
verifying addresses and court
dates; and

= |nvestigating and updating
information regarding defendants
who fail to report for weekly testing
and those who do not show for
placements and evaluations.



When the DTCU determines that a
defendant reporting for drug testing has
an outstanding bench warrant, the DTCU
first collects the sample, discreetly notifies
the Release Services Unit, and then
escorts the defendant to the Release
Services Unit for resolution of the warrant.

FORENSIC ANALYSIS

AND TESTIMONY.

Forensic analysis and testimony are
performed by PSA’s Office of Forensic
Toxicology Services (OFTS), which serves
both PSA and the Court Services and
Offender Supervision Agency (CSOSA) by
providing:

= Forensic toxicology drug testing
and analysis, and

= Expert testimony in forensic
toxicology at judicial and
administrative proceedings.

The OFTS is certified by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services and is staffed by professionals
with credentials in forensic toxicology,
forensic science, medical technology,
chemistry and biology.

FORENSIC ANALYSIS

The OFTS uses Immunoassay! and Gas
Chromatography Mass Spectrometry?
(GCMS) as the primary drug testing
methodologies. Individual test profiles
consist of three to five tests for any
combination of the following drugs:
cocaine, marijuana, PCP,
amphetamines, and opiates. Positive
tests are retested to validate their
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accuracy. When requested for
challenge hearings, GCMS is used to
confirm positive results.

The OFTS performs tests on tens of thou-
sands of specimens each month from
pretrial defendants, probationers,
parolees and D.C. Superior Court Family
Court respondents. This translates to
more than three million separate analyses
per year. Two facilities are used for
testing this large volume of samples. The
laboratories are located at 300 Indiana
Avenue, NW, and 500 Indiana Avenue,
NW.

EXPERT TESTIMONY AND CONSULTATION

All testimony in support of analytical
results and interpretation presented in
court or at administrative hearings is
provided by OFTS’s expert toxicologists/
chemists. OFTS scientists interpret results
for new or residual use for over 2,000
defendants/offenders each month.

Designated staff is available for
consultation on matters related to drug
testing and interpretation. PSOs and
CSOs can request information or
consultation via email through the
laboratory Help Desk. Defense counsel
requesting levels checks must make this
request in person at the Lab so that
appropriate identification can be
established. Requests from prosecutors
and defense counsel for drug specimen
history reports and/or for OFTS personnel
to provide expert testimony regarding an
interpretation of any report must be
made no less than 24 hours in advance of
its infended use at a violation hearing,
show cause hearing, or challenge
hearing. This requirement does not
preclude inquiries that may be made
concerning whether a positive drug test
result appears to be new use or is
consistent with a residual presence of the



conftrolled substance, information that
often is vital in counsel’s making a
decision whether or not to challenge a
particular test result at a subsequent
sanctions hearing.

FORENSIC ANALYSIS AND TESTIMONY ENDNOTES:

1.

Immunoassay (EMIT) — Metabolism is the
process by which the body chemically
converts an ingested drug intfo water-
soluble forms (metabolites), which can be
eliminated in the urine. The immunoassay
tests are designed to identify the principal
drug or metabolites that are produced
following ingestion of drugs.

Gas Chromatography Mass Spectrometry
(GCMS) — GCMS is recognized widely in the
scientific community as the most specific,
sensitive technique that exists for
determining the chemical structure of a
compound. A GCMS analysis of a drug
metabolite is fingerprinting the chemical
structure of that drug on a submolecular
basis.
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DEFENDANT
SUPERVISION

PSA SUPERVISES DEFENDANTS RELEASED
FROM CUSTODY BY REVIEWING THEIR
COMPLIANCE WITH RELEASE CONDITIONS
AND HELPING TO REASONABLY ASSURE
THAT THEY APPEAR FOR SCHEDULED
HEARINGS AND ARE NOT A THREAT
TO PUBLIC SAFETY.




SUPERVISION PROGRAM CONTACTS

Directories of Unit supervisors and bi-lingual staff are available
online at www.psa.gov or by calling 202-585-7955.

GENERAL SUPERVISION UNIT
Main number: 202-585-7955

HIGH INTENSITY SUPERVISION PROGRAM
To arrange program placement, call 202-220-5530.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT SUPERVISION
Main number: 202-442-1000

SPECIALIZED SUPERVISION (MENTAL HEALTH) UNIT
Main number: 202-442-1920
To request an assessment for mental health services,
call the Social Services and Assessment Center at 202-220-5770.

MENTAL HEALTH COMMUNITY COURT
Main number: 202-442-1920
To request an assessment for mental health services,
call the Social Services and Assessment Center at 202-220-5770.

D.C. MISDEMEANOR/TRAFFIC (DRUNK DRIVING) INITIATIVE
(serious D.C. misdemeanors and drunk driving)
For general questions or fo arrange program placement,
call 202-442-1660.

Contact information for court representation and drug testing
is provided on page 16.



LIMITS: OF PS/A' SUPERVISION

competence in the foreseeable
future;

=  Held without bond; or

PSA does not supervise defendants
who are not released to PSA ‘s supervi-
sion. This includes defendants who are:

Released on personal recogni-
zance;

Released by way of a surety
bond secured through a com-
mercial bonding company;

Participating in the D.C. Misde-
meanor/Traffic Initiative (DCMTI)
and, having been released previ-
ously to PSA supervision, subse-
quently were assessed not to
need or have completed sub-
stance- or mental health-related
treatment;

Charged in D.C. Code/traffic
cases (prosecuted by the Office
of the Attorney General) who do
not meet the eligibility require-
ments for PSA supervision;
Respondents in the D.C. Superior
Court Family Court;

Charged in domestic violence
cases who enter intfo a deferred
sentencing agreement that are
supervised by the Court Services
and Offender Supervision Agen-
cy;

Participating in a diversion pro-
gram administered by the prose-
cutor’s office for which no condi-
tions of release have been or-
dered by the Court;

Awaiting resentencing after their
probation has been revoked;

Adjudicated as incompetent
and found to be unlikely to atftain
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Juveniles unless aged 16 or 17
charged by the United States At-
forney’s Office.

For these defendants (except D.C. Su-
perior Court defendants released on
surety bonds), PSA will:

Mail notification of pending court
dates to the defendant’s last
known mailing address;

Respond to special requests
made by the Court (e.g., verify a
defendant’s incarceration in an-
other jurisdiction); and

Notify the Court of rearrest within
the District of Columbia.

For defendants ordered by the Court
info a Department of Corrections (DOC)
halfway house, PSA performs limited su-
pervision (e.g., drug festing). When a
defendant with an appropriate risk
score is in compliance with PSA and
DOC requirements for 30 consecutive
days, PSA makes a recommendation fo
the Court for less restrictive release con-
difions.



GENERAL SUPERVISION! UNIT (GSU)

Operated by PSA’s Supervision Program.
Full narrative description provided on page 28.

PROGRAM SUMMARY
D.C. Superior Court Only

Targeted Defendants Program Eligibility Criteria
Any defendant not released intfo a =  Charged with a felony or misde-
specific PSA unit or program. meanor and released on non-surety
release conditions by the D.C. Supe-
rior Court.

Supervision and Services Provided

Court notification of release condition violations;
Court notification of rearrest;
Screening for placement in HISP, Drug Court, SSU or SBTT;

Referral for mental health assessment or mental health treatment as determined
by an assessment;

Drug testing if required;
Placement in drug treatment as determined by an assessment;
Referral for social services as deemed appropriate or requested; and

Appropriate alternative supervision or treatment recommendations to the Court
when defendant violates or is consistently compliant with release conditions.
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GENERAL SUPERVISION UNIT—CONTINUED

Program Sanctions and Incentives

Sanctions

Responses to release condition violations may include the following:
Responses to Drug Testing Violations

=  Verbal and written warning;

=  Warning with discussion of treatment needs;

= Referral for substance abuse assessment and possible placement into an appro-
priate freatment and/or supervision program;

= |ncreased contact;

= Recommendation for increased supervision; and/or

=  Program removal/revocation of release.

Incentives

Responses to compliance include the following incentives:

= Reduction in or termination of drug testing if defendant confinues to abstain from
drug use; and

= Reduction in requirements for reporting to PSA; and

=  Program removal/revocation of release.

Program Placement and Discharge/Removal

Placement

= Defendants supervised by PSA are placed into GSU unless specific placement is
made into another program.
